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Mr. Speaker, I believe the American
people would rather secure the Social
Security surplus than see government
officials spend the money, lubricating
their skin on the beaches of the Virgin
Islands.

———
U.S. SHOULD PAY U.N. ARREARS

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, last
March, seven former Secretaries of
State from both parties, Republican
and Democrat, wrote to Congress and
told us that it was time for us to pay
our debt to the United Nations. With
time winding down before we adjourn,
we still have not followed their good
advice.

For decades, the U.N. has played a
key role in American international af-
fairs and national security. But now by
failing to pay our bill, we have strained
our relationship with some of our clos-
est allies. Our influence in the world
and at the U.N. is being undermined
and our ability to bring about critical
U.N. reforms is being weakened as well.

If we fail to pay by the end of the
year, the U.S. will loose its vote in the
U.N. General Assembly under the very
rules that we helped to adopt. Our
international obligations should not be
held up by disputes over unrelated
issues between the House and the
President. Keeping our promises should
be a priority and not a bargaining chip.

Other countries look to our great Na-
tion for leadership to set an example
for the rest of the world. They should
not look to us and see a nation that
will not pay its bills because of unre-
lated issues.

————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3073, FATHERS COUNT
ACT OF 1999

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, by
the direction of the Committee on
Rules, I call up House Resolution 367
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 367

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3073) to amend
part A of title IV of the Social Security Act
to provide for grants for projects designed to
promote responsible fatherhood, and for
other purposes. The first reading of the bill
shall be dispensed with. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
General debate shall be confined to the bill
and shall not exceed 90 minutes, with 60 min-
utes equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Ways and Means and 30
minutes equally divided and controlled by
the chairman and ranking minority member
of the Committee on Education and the
Workforce. After general debate the bill
shall be considered for amendment under the
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five-minute rule. In lieu of the amendment
recommended by the Committee on Ways
and Means now printed in the bill, it shall be
in order to consider as an original bill for the
purpose of amendment under the five-minute
rule the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute printed in the Congressional Record
and numbered 1 pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XVIII, modified by the amendment printed
in part A of the report of the Committee on
Rules accompanying this resolution. That
amendment in the nature of a substitute
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against that amendment in the nature
of a substitute are waived. No amendment to
that amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be in order except those printed
in part B of the report of the Committee on
Rules. Each amendment may be offered only
in the order printed in the report, may be of-
fered only by a Member designated in the re-
port, shall be considered as read, shall be de-
batable for the time specified in the report
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, shall not be subject
to amendment, and shall not be subject to a
demand for division of the question in the
House or in the Committee of the Whole. All
points of order against the amendments
printed in the report are waived. The Chair-
man of the Committee of the Whole may: (1)
postpone until a time during further consid-
eration in the Committee of the Whole a re-
quest for a recorded vote on any amendment;
and (2) reduce to five minutes the minimum
time for electronic voting on any postponed
question that follows another electronic vote
without intervening business, provided that
the minimum time for electronic voting on
the first in any series of questions shall be 15
minutes. At the conclusion of consideration
of the bill for amendment the Committee
shall rise and report the bill to the House
with such amendments as may have been
adopted. Any Member may demand a sepa-
rate vote in the House on any amendment
adopted in the Committee of the Whole to
the bill or to the amendment in the nature of
a substitute made in order as original text.
The previous question shall be considered as
ordered on the bill and amendments thereto
to final passage without intervening motion
except one motion to recommit with our
without instructions.

0O 1045

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHood). The gentlewoman from Ohio
(Ms. PRYCE) is recognized for 1 hour.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. SLAUGH-
TER), my friend, pending which I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for the purpose
of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 367 is
a structured rule providing for the con-
sideration of H.R. 3073, the Fathers
Count Act of 1999.

The rule provides for 90 minutes of
general debate. One hour will be man-
aged by the chairman and ranking
member of the Committee on Ways and
Means, and 30 minutes will be managed
by the Committee on Education and
the Workforce. Both of these commit-
tees have jurisdiction over portions of
the bill and the compilation of their
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work 1is embodied in a substitute
amendment which will be made in
order as base text for the purpose of
further amendment.

The rule designates which amend-
ments may be offered which are printed
in the Committee on Rules report. Out
of the nine amendments filed with the
Committee on Rules, six are made in
order under the rule and five of those
six are Democrat amendments.

In addition to giving my Democratic
colleagues five out of six amendments,
the rule offers the minority a motion
to recommit with or without instruc-
tions. So I think it is accurate to say
that this bill treats the minority very
fairly, especially considering that both
committees of jurisdiction reported
their versions of the bill by voice vote,
suggesting very little controversy.

Mr. Speaker, the Fathers Count Act
builds on the welfare reforms that Con-
gress successfully enacted in 1996.
Those reforms were based on the prin-
ciples of personal responsibility, ac-
countability, as well as the value of
work. And with this foundation, wel-
fare reform has been a great success.
Since 1996, we have seen our welfare
rolls shrink by 40 percent. We now have
the lowest number of families on wel-
fare since 1970.

But our work is far from done. There
are still families struggling to make
ends meet and many of them are sin-
gle-parent households and more often
than not, the lone struggling parent is
the mother.

For those of us who have raised chil-
dren with the help and support of a
spouse, it is hard to fathom the energy,
patience, and stamina required to face
such a task alone. And for those of us
who were fortunate enough to be raised
by two parents, it is hard to imagine
the void of a fatherless youth or how
our personalities and life experience
would have been altered had our fa-
thers not been there to guide us.

But as we know, this is the reality
for many low-income American fami-
lies that have their financial chal-
lenges compounded by the absence of a
father and a husband. The fact is that
kids in two-parent homes are generally
better off than those raised in single-
parent homes. Kids who have only one
parent to rely on have a harder time in
school, a lower rate of graduation, a
greater propensity toward crime, an in-
creased likelihood of becoming a single
parent themselves, and a higher chance
of ending up on welfare.

The Fathers Count Act recognizes
these hardships as well as the signifi-
cant role that fathers play in family
life. The bill seeks to build stronger
families and better men by promoting
marriage and encouraging the payment
of child support and boosting fathers’
income so that they can better provide
for their children.

Specifically, the Fathers Count Act
provides $140 million for demonstration
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